The Church’s Lost
Virtue:
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Psalm 133

¢ Behold, how good and how: pleasant
it 1S for brethren to dwelll together
In unity! It is like the precious oil
Upon the head, runRning down: on
thie beard off Aaren, FURning dewn
On the edge of his garments. It s
ke the dew! off IHermon), descenaing
UPORI the MotRNtaINS! Gt ZIGN: OF
ChEere the Lordicommanded the
plessine — e iorEVErmore:



Il Samuel 15:13-16:10

¢ Crossing the Brook
Kidron

¢ Weepingl off the King &
people

¢ Up to Mt. of Olives
prayer

o [Faithiuls withr fim

o Rebellion attempt to

OVErthrew: the Kingrs
threne

¢ [Donkey: brought te be
fladen

» King put his life in

God’'s hand, humble
committed himself

King Is} followed
PEelng curse and
Insulted

KIngl deESs) Not return
evilsrtor evil, V16511
et him aleone”

Pivided/Splinterea
Kingdomy fellowead
W|th Unfiaithiul
natientanadtafiarchiul
FEemnant



John 17

¢ One in Jesus

¢ One in the Father

¢ One in Us

¢ [They be made perfiect in one

o \V17:25 That the world may: Knew.
that God sent Jesus & God loves the
Wieirle!

9 75251 Jeslis FEPBILS on IS mIssion



VWhat Unity Is Not...

¢ All churches that have the same
name

¢ All churches that teach the same
doctrine

o All- chuirehes that worship: at the
Same; time o Withi thie same: pattern



What Unity Is...

¢ Exact same spirit dwelling in each
Christian

¢ Unity is found Universally: and the
Universal churchi s not a collection| of
churches but imdividuals

¢ Christians) can achieve URity,
¢ Churches cannot




“Christianity” will never be “Unified”

¢ Catholicism tried to force it
¢ Reformation tried to force it
¢ Restoration Plead for it

o Matthew 23:37 Jesus willf never
fiorce It

¢ I'he Lord knows those whio are! His




What does it Take to have Unity?

¢ Lowliness — Humility

¢ Gentleness — Meekness

¢ Patience — Longsufiiering

¥ lLove — bearing withr another

¢ Endeavoring — to keep: the unity: of
Che spIrt IR the Bond off PEace

o Falthr— Vv 457-15
——URtifwe come tor NIty ol ther iaitn™



Bond of Peace

¢ Ligament of Peace

¢ Union” + "Ligament’

¢ Dififerent” parts of the "Body ™ are
held tegether by it

¢ lLigaments are damaged fifom
OVEREXLENSION
— Stretehed, torn, Iese

= Swelling sk ter beain healing
—Suraically: repaitable



¢ A ligament is a tough band of white, fibrous,
slightly elastic tissue. This is an essential part of
the skeletal joints; binding the bone ends together
to prevent dislocation and excessive movement
that might cause breakage. Ligaments also support
many internal organs; including the uterus, the
bladder, the liver, and the diaphragm and helps in
shaping and supporting the breasts. Ligaments,
especially thoese; inl the, ankle joint and knee, are
sometimes damaded! by, injury. A “tora” ligament
usually: results firom twisting| stress when the knee
IS turned while welght 1s on) that particularledl
MINGr sprains arertreated wWithrice, bandages and
SsemEtimes physicall therapy, BUt if the ligament Is
tern, the joit may: be placed inf ar plaster cast te
allow timerternealr et may requikersukgiical
repairsy I a ligament st made; tp! off SeVEeral thick
PanNds B fBreUS, Branches) It 1S callearar collateral
lgamERt: = IIhENWeKRE  HldamERt COMmESHTem the
[FatiRtwWoeral - igamERtUm, Meaning a band or tie.
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Ephesians 4

V. 4:7 Each one

Grace was given Body
Different gifts Spirit
For Different Hope
Talents, to Lord
D;(t;felreent Faith .
SERl Baptism o Wy
God 1s attainable
By those who
Father

Seek: Lowliness
Gentleness, Patience,
Love, Endeavoring, Faith

You All



What does it Take to have Unity?

¢ Lowliness — Humility

¢ Gentleness — Meekness

¢ Patience — Longsufiiering

¥ lLove — bearing withr another

¢ Endeavoring — to keep: the unity: of
Che spIrt IR the Bond off PEace

o Falthr— Vv 457-15
——URtifwe come tor NIty ol ther iaitn™



A Goal or a Result?

¢ Unity the goal of the church?
¢ Unity the goall of individuals?
¢ At the expense of all else?

¢ Result off Christians walking
aUthentic?



Perfhaps, "Unity" is not really
the Chureh’s lost virtue,

it 1S just ai lost pursuit oF
thoese Who: clalin to seek
Christ.









